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BEFORE THE NEBRASKA PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION

Application No. NUSF-99.49In the Matter of the
Nebraska Publ-ic Service
Commission, on its oI^In

Motion, to administer the
Universal Service Fund High-
Cost Program: Vüindstream
Nebraska, Inc. Broadband
Grant Request.

GRANTED

Entered: June 1-1, 201'9

BY THE COMMTSSION:

OPINTON.AND FINDINGS

By Applicat.ion filed April 9, 2Õ19 windstream Nebraska,
IRe. (Vüindstream) seeks high-cost support from the Nebraska
Universal Service Fund (NUSF). Notj-ce of the application
appe ared in the Lj-ncoln Journal- Star, Lincoln, Nebraska on
April L9, 20L9 and in The Dailv Record, Omaha, Nebraska, on
April 15, 2019. No protests or interventions \^Iere f iled;
accordingly, 'the Commission processes . this application
pursuant to its Rule of Modified Procedure-

Vüindstream seeks support in the amount of ninety-eight
thousand two hundred seventy-eight dollars ($98'278'00) for
inst.allation of wirel-ess facil-ities to serve a portion of the
southern area of the Ashtand, Nebraska, ILBC Exchange. After
the project is complete, Vüindstream expects to provide
broadband at speeds of up to 100 Mbps. The speed's wí11- depend
on the l-ocation of the subscriber. V[indstream estimates that
this pro j ect will resul-t in ne\^t broadband service to
approximately tO4 subscribers.

' Vrlindstream pro j ecLs the total- deployment cost f or the
project is ç794,271- and is seeking NUSF support in the amount
of ç98,278. The difference between the total project costs
and the requested funding is because lVindstream is not
seekíng funding in the areas funded by the FCC's Connect
America Fund Phase 2 program. Vüindstream is requesting that
the funding for this project be appli'ed against the remaining
20t7 funds allocated to V{indstream.

Windstream estimates the project will be completed
within 150 days of application approval. If the project is
approved, lVindstream witl- commit to providing broadband
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in the project area for a minimumservice
of five

to all households
years.

vùindstream must first make the investment and then mayfile a request for reimbursement with the NUSF Department.ûvindstream does not need to complete the constructioÀ pro"u="prior to seeking reimbursement,- rather, it may work with theNUSF Department to develop interval-s at which reimbursement.can be sought. The NUSF Department will reimburse ûvindstreamfor capitar improvement costs made rerati_ve to and asincl-uded in the application fired by the company for theprojects approrred in this order. once the investmeni is macie,vrlindstream sharr fir-e a request for support, provi-de the NUSFDepartment with documentation consislent with DepartmentpoJ-icy and shall- cert.ify to the Department that it had madethe described investment for the provlsion, maintenance andupgrading of facitities and services 'in the described ruralareas.

The commission staff conducted an analysls of the censusblocks sùbmitted and compared the i"rorrnåii;" - 
uqäir,"t theconnect America Fund phase rr eligibre areas. The commissionstaff also reviewed the census bl_ock information and comparedit to its wirer-i-ne Broadband Mapping data, whi_ch uses FceForm 471 cieployment data col-lecteo-nv the Fcc bi_annually. Thecommission flnds that support should be granted as requestedby Íüindstream.

Re ests for Reimbursement:

rt Re uirements

vüindstream shar-r firer orr an annuar_ basis, consistentwith federally designated etigible telecommunicationscarriers (ETCs), the information required by the commission, sTel-ecommunicaticns Rules pertaining to ETCs and theinvestment informatlon requiied by th; commi_ssion, s order inDocket NUSF-66. The report shoul_d make clear to thecommissj-on that windstream wil-l- not request reimbursement forequipment where grant money u¡as al_so received f rom anothersource. üùindstream shall fil-e its annual_ report on or beforeJune 1 of each year.

In addition, the Applicant shalt
the approved project.s within two (Z)
this Order unless good cause is shown
date.

be required to complete
years from the date of
for a later completion
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Broadband Commitments :

The Commission maj-ntains broadband availability data and
updates that j-nformation on at least an annual basis. As a

condition of this support, VÍindstream must report broadband
availability to the Commj-ssion upon request. Vüindstream must
also confirm that it witl not seek duplicative support
through the FCC's funding mechanj-srìs.

ORDER

IT IS THEREFORE ORDERED by the Nebraska Pub1ic Service
Commissíon that the above-captioned apptication submitted by
Windstream be and it is hereby granted as described herein.

IT IS TURTI{ER ORDERED that Wíndstream shall be subject
to all- terms and conditions adopted in this Order.

ENTBRED AND
11th day of June,

COMMTSSONERS CONCURRING:

MADE BFFECTIVB at Lincoln, Nebraska, this
20]-9.

NEBRASKA PUBL]C SBRVICE COMMISSION

ÞdÅ*

@á,^Á1
vW

Chair I

/t/4KW
ATTEST:

Executive Director
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